KINLET PARISH COUNCIL.

ANNUAL REPORT - Year Ending 31/3/2026

The preparation of the Annual Report always serves as a reminder of how ‘time flies’ and this year
has served once again to emphasise this fact as another busy year for the Council comes to an end.

In May the Parish elections were held and seven councillors were re-elected unopposed. In July Mrs
Jane Mitchell was co-opted on to the council and Mr Ray Crawford was similarly co-opted in August
which made up our full complement of nine councillors. Mr Simon Harris — who had been our County
Councillor - did not stand for re-election and Mr David Davies was elected to take his place with a
revised ward boundary.

Mr Peter Kirton was re-elected Chairman and Mrs J. Rowley re-elected as Vice Chairman. Mr David
Haywood and Mr. Peter Horsfall were re-elected as our representatives on the Village Hall Committee
and Mr Kevin Shepherd has continued his representation on the Area Committee.

It would be no exaggeration to say that much of our time has been taken up with problems relating to
the condition of our roads and the ineffectiveness of Shropshire Council to respond to our concerns
via FixMyStreet - the preferred method of reporting such matters — not living up to its supposed
improvement. We have particularly experienced many problems along the B.4194 road with flooding
and dangerous potholes.

Also the continuing non repair of the potholes along Meaton Lane have rendered this road dangerous
to travel along posing threats to vehicles and drivers. Mr Ray Ingram — our Lengthsman — has worked
hard on our behalf attending to minor highway matters together with attention to ditch, drain, road
signs and verge problems. There is a suggestion of devolution of some minor road work over to Parish
Councils and at present there is a pilot scheme taking place. At the present time we are very restricted
in relation to carrying out any such work.

Fly tipping has also presented problems with only 2 personnel from Shropshire Council now
employed to investigate and deal with such problems over the whole of the county — an impossible
task. We organised 2 Litter Picks in March collecting over 100 bags of rubbish which was a great
effort on behalf of everyone concerned

We are still looking into the feasibility of a bus pull-in at Kinlet to avoid traffic having to pull out into
the road just before the junction. The possibility of a suitable site for a mobile phone mast is also still
being investigated which should improve coverage in the area.



We have signed up to the Civility & Respect Pledge and in accordance with best practice
recommendations have changed our contact email address to a gov.uk one —
clerk@kinletparishcouncil.gov.uk

Unfortunately it has not been possible to re-establish the Countryside Group but if an enthusiastic
leader could be found than this situation could be reviewed.

During the year we have been asked to make recommendations on numerous planning applications
and we have submitted these after careful consideration and discussion. However these are only
recommendations, although we hope that with our local knowledge Shropshire Council find these
comments helpful, the final decisions resting with the County Council themselves.

We have made donations during the year to Cleobury Mortimer Leisure Centre, Kinlet School and
Playgroup, S.A.R.A. Severn Hospice and Severn Hospice at Home, Midlands Air Ambulance Charity
and a local First Responders Scheme.

Looking ahead to the forthcoming year, there will undoubtedly be challenges but we feel we are in
good shape to deal with these in an enthusiastic and professional manner and we hope that
Parishioners will feel that we have served them well during the year and we thank everyone for their
support.



